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Outline with Assessment and Activity Ideas

Modules 1-4, Online Politics and Law, blend twice/week in TelePresence room

 Module 1: Introduction to the Legal System

Competency/Outcome/Objective Assessment Ideas Absorb Do Connect
1  Identify and describe goals of 
the legal system.

Class discussion
Blog entry

Define key terms 
related to law from 
short lecture 
(TelePresence)
Watch Simpsons 
episode (Das Bus, 
Season 9) ? and list 
examples of each type 
of law

Reflect on the 
appropriateness of 
laws using a survey 
prior to class 
discussion
Participate in class 
discussion on 
purposes of the legal 
system

Blog entry evaluating 
the goals of the legal 
system,  using key 
vocabulary

4. Diagram the structure of 
federal and state courts, 
explicating the difference 
between trials and appeals.

Create annotated 
diagrams of the 
court systems with 
brief descriptions of 
each component; 
Create glossary 
entry (one 
term/student for 
the module)

Textbook reading
iCivics, Courts in a 
Nutshell
MN and US Courts 
web page
Field trip to Anoka 
County Courts

Play “Court Quest” at 
icivics.org
Create an annotated 
diagram of the US 
court system
Describe how a 
landmark Supreme 
court case fits into the 
court structure 
diagram

2. Classify conflicts as 
constitutional, criminal, and/or 

Quiz, alternate 
questions and 
repeat attempts: 
during 

Textbook reading
DE* video clip

Quiz until mastery Find and summarize a 
news article on a 
court case, include 
what type of case it is

Form adapted from Smith, R. M. Conquering the Content.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2008.

http://www.icivics.org/web-quests/courts-nutshell
http://www.icivics.org/web-quests/courts-nutshell
http://www.icivics.org/games/court-quest
http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources/FederalCourtBasics/CourtStructure/JurisdictionOfStateAndFederalCourts.aspx


civil. TelePresence class.

3. Locate and use information 
on legal issues and terms 

Glossary entry Finding information 
web page

Create a glossary 
entry 

Module 2: Public Policy

Competency/Outcome/Objective Assessment Ideas Absorb Do Connect
1 Evaluate the balance between 
rights and responsibilities

Participate in forum “Citizen Me” 
presentation (iCivics.org)

Forum discussion
“Citizen Me” pyramid 
activity (iCivics.org)

Brainstorm possible civic 
engagement projects by 
working in group to 
identify a need and 
possible solutions
Begin constructing 
action plans

2 Evaluate effective citizen 
participation both individually and 
in groups.

Civic engagement 
project

Textbook
Examples of recent 
senior projects
Teacher lecture on 
participation methods

iCivics.org, 
“Responsibility 
Launcher” and “Activate” 
games
Quiz to mastery on 
advocacy masters

Take action to address 
an issue in school or the 
community

Explain how to register to vote Registration if 
possible,

Create a guide for 18 
y/o Seniors to register to 
vote

3 Analyze and deliberate a public 
policy issue.

Forum discussion;
class debate

Read news articles on a 
topic

Participate in generating 
a list of issues with pros 
and cons
Forum discussion on 
political issues

Student judged debate 
or mock congressional 
hearing on a specific 
issue
Blog entry evaluating 
arguments used in class 
debates

* Discovery Education. My district has a subscription to Discovery Education streaming video.  I've been encouraged to incorporate resources from DE into the 
Moodle page, so I look there first when searching for video.



4 Articulate an argument and 
counter argument regarding a 
public policy issue with support.

Class debate Teacher examples of 
building powerful 
arguments
More news articles

Write a position paper 
taking and supporting a 
position on an election 
year issue

Locate and evaluate 
information supporting 
and opposing positions 
on controversial issues

Module 3: The Constitution

Competency/Outcome/Objective Assessment Ideas Absorb Do Connect
1 Create a presentation explaining 
the history and meaning of an 
amendment to the Constitution

Google presentation 
shared with and 
presented to class

Textbook reading Create an original 
presentation 
explaining history and 
meaning of all or part 
of a Constitutional 
Amendment

Blog entry evaluating 
the importance of the 
topic of their 
presentation

2 Explain the meaning of the first 
and fourteenth Amendments

Short essay
Forum discussion

Teacher presentation
Textbook readings

Quiz to mastery Forum discussion on 
the importance and the 
limits of the first and 
fourteenth 
amendments

3 Explain the structure of the 
Supreme Court, including Justice 
selection and terms 

Quiz Textbook readings Quiz to mastery
iCivics.org “Supreme 
Decision” game

Create a graphic 
teaching aid for 9th 
grade government on 
the structure of the 
Supreme Court

4 Trace a case on its way to the 
Supreme Court and explain the 
steps in the process.

Court system 
diagram and 
annotations

Review court diagram Given a case study, 
explain how and why 
the case reached the 
Supreme Court

Research a very recent 
or current Supreme 
Court case, explain in 
writing how the case 
made its way to the 
top and post to a class 
wiki 

Form adapted from Smith, R. M. Conquering the Content.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2008.



Module 4: Constitutional Law

Competency/Outcome/Objective Assessment Ideas Absorb Do Connect
1 Analyze summaries of landmark 
supreme court cases using the 
case study format.

Wiki-collaborative 
construction of case 
studies

Textbook reading
Read sample case 
studies

Create case study of a 
major case

Forum discussion on the 
skills needed to 
summarize in the case 
study format

2 Apply tests created by the 
Supreme Court to constitutional 
cases.

Forum discussion
Free-response 
questions

Teacher presentation “Do I Have a Right?” 
game from iCivics.org
Forum discussion

Research recent 
Supreme Court decisions 
that used or overturned 
tests established by 
precedent

3 Compare and contrast rights in 
different settings (schools, 
military)

Quiz Textbook reading
Teacher presentation

Quiz to mastery Blog entry reflecting on 
the module, including 
rights at school


